
John 19:25-27 

“Hopelessly devoted to you”   

I. Intro. 

II. Vs. 25-27 Words from the wood   

I. Intro.

There is several years ago Mother’s day and Pentecost fell on the same day, this year Pentecost is

in 2 weeks on May 24th. You may remember that Jesus’ Mary was in the upper room when the 

Holy Spirit came upon her so she received comfort from the comforter and I think that every 

Mother could use the Holy Spirits comfort on this day. Devotion is a difficult thing to measure 

but one thing is for certain it can’t be measured by words alone but by action. Consider the 

following truths:

1. When Jesus began His ministry with works and words the multitudes flocked around to 
the degree that he was endanger of being trampled.

2. When He began to speak of the cost of following Him the numbers declined to hundreds.
3. When He invited those to share in ministry proclaiming the truth in towns it shrunk to 70 

(Luke 10:1) 
4. When He spoke of His death and the cost of following Him there were only 12.
5. In the Garden of agony only three came forward and one of them (Peter) couldn’t stay 

awake.
6. And finally at the foot of the cross there was only one of His disciples left.

Ah but look closely at verse 25 and you will see that along with John there were four women 

who stood devotedly by Him. Now think of those four women looking up at the One they loved 

upon that cross watching Him die, hearing the insults being hurled at Him, watching the blood 

drip from His battered body; they didn’t shrink away they stayed there at His feet no matter how 

hard it was. Why, what caused them to remain when all but John had left? Because they loved 

Him!! There hope was not fixed upon His ideals, nor upon His promises (which at this moment 

seemed as though they weren’t going to come to pass), they weren’t thinking of what benefit 



might be gained to them with their affiliation with Him. No they simply followed Him even 

though they didn’t fully understand His words or His works they were there because they loved 

Him. Oh dear saint’s we have much to learn from John and these ladies about being devoted to 

our Lord no matter how difficult we find it to be at times. 

II. Vs. 25-30 Words from the wood

Crucifixion originated from the Persians today known as the Iranians around 1000 years before 

Jesus and later taken over from the Greeks when they conquered Persia and when the Greeks 

were defeated by the Romans they adopted it as the form of capital punishment. The reason why 

the person was lifted off the ground was because the person  being crucified usual began to curse

their very lives and the Persians considered the ground sacred and didn’t want the curse to be 

applied to the ground so they lifted up the victim from the earth around 3 to 4 feet.  

And remarkably Jesus made seven statements while He was on the cross; they are known as “the

seven words from the cross.”  

A. In the first three, He thought of others: those who crucified Him (Luke 23:34), the 
believing thief (Luke 23:39-43), and finally His mother (John 19:25-27). 

B. The central word had to do with His relationship to the Father (Matt. 27:45-49).
C. The last three statements focused on Himself: His body (John 19:28-29), His soul (John 

19:30; and see Isa. 53:10), and His spirit (Luke 23:46). 
Vs. 25 It is an amazing thing to realize that Mary was standing by her Son witnessing the 

brutality being placed upon Him and then hearing the tender words of her Son for her care. All 

Mary had to do was say that all of Jesus’ claims were false but she didn’t. There probably is not a

more appropriate Mother’s day passage in all the Bible then this one as clearly Jesus understands

the emotional need of all mother’s something that we would do well to appreciate more than just 

one day a year.   

The gospel accounts differ a bit with regards to these gals around the cross. For instance 

only John reveals for us that Jesus mother Mary was there, including her makes four women plus



John. Most folks believe that Mary’s sister’s name is Salome and if that is true that means that 

James and John were cousins of Jesus. Then there was Mary the wife of Clopas also spelled 

Cleopas and according Luke 24:18 one of the fellows who met Jesus while on the road to 

Emmaus was named Cleopas so perhaps it was this fellow’s wife. Then there was Mary 

Magdalene and she was the one we are told in Luke 8:2 that Jesus had cast out seven demons 

from.  

John’s mother being there brings to mind something very interesting. You may recall the 

story found in Matthew 20:20 where John’s and James’ mother came to Jesus with her sons, 

“kneeling down and asking something from Him”. He said to her, "What do you wish?" She then 

said to Jesus, “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and the other 

on the left, in Your kingdom.” And now three years later John’s mom looked up towards Jesus 

and saw who was placed on is right side and left side and remembered perhaps Jesus words, 

“You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be 

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”    

Vs. 26 In the midst of His agony Jesus eyes met the eyes He first saw when He came into this 

world and He felt her agony as a sword was piercing her heart and He was at that very moment 

providing for the rest of every person who has ever been provided the rest for His mother. With 

regards to Jesus’ mom there is an interesting choice of a word that He uses in verse 26 as He 

calls her “Woman” it is a term of respect but not one of intimacy. Why did He use this word at 

the very moment that His mother was watching Him die? Well I suggest to you that the answer 

may lie with the 2nd chapter of John three ½ years earlier. It was the time right after the beginning

of His earthly ministry when Jesus and His followers were invited to a wedding feast at Cana 

only three miles from the town Jesus grew up in. And Mary made her statement to her Son “They



have no wine”; for 30 years she had treasured thing in her heart, 30 years she had waited for 

vindication as she had put up with all the disrespect and harsh words regarding her pregnancy, 

(no doubt it had gotten worse after her husband Joseph had died). She had waited for the time 

that Luke recorded in 1:48 when, “He will regard the lowly state of His maidservant” at time 

when “all generations will call me blessed.” That is what I believe she meant as she made her 

request that day in Cana. “Do something that will show these people who You are, something that

will show these folks that You were born by way of the Holy Spirit”. And although He fulfilled 

her request for the wine He did so without anyone realizing what He had done. Now Jesus upon 

the cross uses the same word “woman” instead of mother and I believe He did so to bring her 

back to those 3 ½ years earlier a way of saying “Mom now is the time. During My shame and 

then My glory that you will finally be called blessed”. As she stood there gazing up at her Son 

next to her we are told in Matthew 27:54 was a centurion who had witnessed “the things that had

happened, they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son of God!”  

Thirty three years earlier as Mary and Joseph brought their first born Son into the temple 

Simeon a devote man had waited year after year for the Consolation of Israel and it had been 

revealed to him that he would not die until after he would see the Messiah. So on that day as 

these young parents came into the temple Simeon took Jesus up in his arms and blessed God 

saying, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; For 

my eyes have seen Your salvation Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, A light

to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.” Then Simeon turned to 

Mary and said, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 

sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the 



thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” And at this moment Mary fully understood what 

Simeon had prophesied to here 33 years earlier.  

I wonder as she heard that word “woman” and understood what He meant by it that she 

would have gladly taken a life time of shame for one more day with her Son? Oh what a good 

word that is for all of us who have at times been broken hearted by our children. Too all you 

mothers ought there today who have suffered shame and ridicule perhaps because of your 

children this is a great word for you today. This mother’s day you will be blessed as you seek 

your fulfillment not in motherhood but rather in the sacrifice and glory of your savior. 

Notice that John again does not mention himself by name only referring to himself as the 

“disciple whom He loved”. Hey friends perhaps we ought to try this with regards to ourselves 

constantly calling into remembrance that no matter what the circumstance, no matter how 

vulnerable or insecure we may be we are the “follower of Jesus whom He adores”. 

Vs. 27 There is one other curious thing that happened as our Lord looked down to Mary and 

John who stood next to her as He said to John, “Behold your mother”. You see based upon Matt. 

13:55-56 we know that Jesus had at least four half-brothers and several half-sisters yet Jesus 

bypassed the earthly bloodline and turned instead to John to care for His mother. There is an 

interesting prophetic word with regards to this in Psalm 69:8 where the psalmist writes with 

regards to the Messiah, “I have become a stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my mother's 

children”. It is interesting to me that John adds this commentary that “from that hour that 

disciple took her to his home”. Which suggests to me that Mary remained with John until she 

was ushered into Jesus’ presence, even though we know that according to Acts 1:14 that Mary 

along with Jesus’ half-brothers were gathered in the upper room at Pentecost. This is further 

supported by Paul’s testimony in 1 Cor. 15:7 where we are told that prior to Jesus ascension 



“That He was seen by James”.  The 27th verse and the 28th verse are separated by 3 hours and I 

believe that John took Mary home sparing her the witness of the aftermath of Jesus death.       

Folks this just goes to prove that there is something thicker then blood and it is the blood 

of Christ that courses through our veins because of His love for us. How fitting it is that Jesus in 

the final moments of His earthly life would unite the woman in whom He had rested upon her 

chest with the disciple had done so upon His. Families that are brought together at the foot of the 

cross are those that will always be a place of comfort and rest. Think of this a moment won’t 

you? It was on the cross where man was doing its worse to Jesus thrusting its spear of hatred and 

separation that Jesus looked down upon His mother and united her to one of His followers. 

Friend’s relationships can always come together at the cross no matter how much damage and 

misunderstanding at the cross Jesus can heal and bind together all in Him. Instead of focusing in 

on all the wrongs done it is at the cross where we see forgiveness and love. 


